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Dear colleagues and friends of the Centre,

When you received last year's newsletter, many of us were still reeling from Trump's re-
election. A year later, that frustration has not dissipated, it has settled into something
more complex: a sober determination to keep going, even as the political headwinds
intensify and the assault on environmental governance continues unabated. In times like
these, the temptation to retreat into either cynical realism or wishful thinking is strong.
But what we have tried to cultivate at the Centre over the past year is something
different: a practice of navigating between the real and the possible. We have explored
how legal tools might hold power to account for the destruction of life itself. We have
thought together about the strange temporality of catastrophe, no longer an event that
strikes and passes, but a permanent condition that reshapes how we live and work in the
present and how we imagine futures.

In the paragraphs that follow below, you will find a glimpse of this collective work: the
workshops, publications, discussions, the ideas that have kept us busy and somewhat
hopeful. We are fortunate to host a remarkable group of fellows this year again, and |
warmly encourage you to browse the upcoming events and stop by whenever a topic
sparks your curiosity.

The thread running through all of this is a refusal to give up. Not because we are naive,
but because the work of preventing things from becoming even more devastating is
currently already a form of defiance. And beyond that, the task remains to keep alive the
question of what a truly different world might look like: a world built not on extraction,
pollution and domination, but on solidarity and the common good. That is the space our
collective work inhabits, and | am grateful to be in it with such a great team.

Frank Adloff for the Futures of Sustainability team

OUTLOOK FOR THE NEXT MONTHS
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Save the date: Young Scholars' Conference 7-9 October

We are pleased to announce our upcoming Young Scholars’ Conference “Remaking
Responsibility. Environmental Harm, Care, and Accountability”, taking place from 07-09
October 2026 at our Centre.

Responsibility is often invoked in relation to the climate crisis to assign historical blame to
high-emitting nations, indict extractive corporations, or moralize individual behavior. It
has become an expansive and elastic lexicon for navigating the overwhelming reality of
climate change. Yet, even as the climate crisis demands new forms of responsibility, it
simultaneously unsettles the very terms through which responsibility has conventionally
been understood.

In this conference, we aim to explore responsibility as a contested and generative
concept, shaping how environmental harm is attributed and governed, while also
opening possibilities for collective care and accountability.

While the call for papers is already closed (and the conference fully booked), we invite you
to join us for public Keynotes by Julia Eckert (University of Bern) on 07 October 2026 and
by Barbara Muraca (University of Greifswald) on 09 October 2026. Attendance will be
made possible upon registration via our website soon.

More here soon



https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-26-cfp-remaking-responsibility.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-26-cfp-remaking-responsibility.html
https://www.anthro.unibe.ch/ueber_uns/personen/prof_dr_eckert_julia/index_ger.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/barbara-muraca-a1a60b97/?locale=de
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten.html
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Invitation: Public Lecture by Hillary Angelo on 10 June 2026
at 16:00-18:00 (no registration needed)

“Solar Struggles in Nevada: Climate Change, City-Hinterland Relations, the Question of
Large-Scale Social Transformation”

It is a common (aspirational) refrain that climate change “changes everything,” and
equally common to note that climate-related transitions seem to be changing very little
at all. What climate-related changes are happening now? And how might we grasp
emergent trajectories while we're in the midst of these transitions? With a substantive
focus on the city-hinterland relationship and the American West, and based on five years
of fieldwork related to renewable energy, conservation, and housing development on
public lands in Nevada and Utah, this talk gets purchase on these questions by presenting
climate change as a form of macro-social change.

Hillary Angelo (University of California Santa Cruz) is an Associate Professor of Sociology,
founding Director of UCSC’s Center for Critical Urban and Environmental Studies, and
former member of the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. Her work combines
historical sociology, critical social theory, and urban political economy and ecology to
analyze contemporary urban and environmental culture and politics.

This Lecture is organized in cooperation with the Research training group (RTG) ‘Urban

future-making: Professional agency across time and scale’” at HafenCity University
Hamburg.
Moderation: Christine Hentschel

Reception afterwards.

More here


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-06-10-talk-hillary-angelo.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-06-10-talk-hillary-angelo.html
https://www.hillaryangelo.com/
https://urban-future-making.hcu-hamburg.de/agenda/solar-struggles-in-nevada-climate-change-city-hinterland-relations-and-the-question-of-large-scale-social-transformation
https://urban-future-making.hcu-hamburg.de/agenda/solar-struggles-in-nevada-climate-change-city-hinterland-relations-and-the-question-of-large-scale-social-transformation
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/hentschel.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-06-10-talk-hillary-angelo.html

Kolleg-Forum — Summer Term 2026

03 June 2026, 10:30 —12:00
Michael Schnegg (University of Hamburg): "Patience as Ecological Agency"

17 June 2026, 10:30 —12:00
Kezia Barker (Liverpool John Moores University): "Prepping and Apocalyptic Awakenings:
From Anaesthetic Affects to Survival Mentalities"

01July 2026, 10:30 —12:00
Julian Genner (University of Basel): "Surviving without caring? Imagining patriarchal

masculinities among Germany’s preppers"

08 July 2026, 10:30 —12:00 (in German)
Anita Engels (Universitat Hamburg): Book Release "Die Klimawende JETZT organisieren.

Strategien gegen Stillstand und Ohnmacht“

15 July 2026, 10:30 —12:00
Lea Kammler (Futures of Sustainability): "Speculative Futures: Contestations over
Transformative Social-Ecological Justice in Global Energy Partnerships”

Marius Timmann Mjaaland (University of Oslo): "Futures consciousness and long-term
governance"

All dates on our website

Our Fellows — Summer Term 2026

Venerando Amaro (Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte), Hillary Angelo (University

of California, Santa Cruz), Kezia Barker (John Moores University Liverpool), Frank
Biermann (Utrecht University), Tanja Busse (Permanent Writer in Residence,
Hamburg), Roderick Condon (Trinity College Dublin), Cara New Daggett (Virginia

Tech), Antje Daniel (University of Vienna), Kiibra Gimiisay (author, Hamburg), Aarti Gupta
(Wageningen University), Moema Hofstaetter (Federal University of Rio Grande do

Norte), Barbara Muraca (University of Oregon), Svjetlana Nedimovi¢ (activist and

independent researcher, Sarajevo), Michael Schnegg (University of Hamburg), Marius

Timmann Mjaaland (University of Oslo)

Get to know our fellows and their work in the weekly Kolleg-Forum (no registration
needed, every Wednesday during the semester)!

To our fellows

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS


https://www.ethnologie.uni-hamburg.de/personen/michael-schnegg.html
https://profiles.ljmu.ac.uk/18215-kezia-barker
https://personensuche.unibas.ch/account?q=Genner&p=1
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/en/fachbereich-sowi/professuren/engels/team/engels-anita.html
https://www.oekom.de/buch/die-klimawende-jetzt-organisieren-9783987265488
https://www.oekom.de/buch/die-klimawende-jetzt-organisieren-9783987265488
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/kammler.html
https://www.tf.uio.no/english/people/aca/marium/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/events-conferences-als-news-test/2026-04-01-kolleg-forum-sose-26.html
https://docente.ufrn.br/201900370489/perfil
https://www.hillaryangelo.com/
https://profiles.ljmu.ac.uk/18215-kezia-barker/about
https://www.frankbiermann.org/
https://www.frankbiermann.org/
https://www.tanjabusse.de/
https://www.tcd.ie/sociology/about-us/people/research-and-teaching-fellows/condonro/
https://www.caranewdaggett.com/
https://ie.univie.ac.at/institut/mitarbeiterinnen/wissenschaftliche-mitarbeiterinnen/antje-daniel/
https://kubragumusay.com/de/
https://www.aartigupta.org/
https://buscatextual.cnpq.br/buscatextual/visualizacv.do;jsessionid=87F44AF081EFA349811FBD560A048179.buscatextual_0
https://cas.uoregon.edu/directory/profiles/all/bmuraca
https://www.ethnologie.uni-hamburg.de/personen/michael-schnegg.html
https://www.tf.uio.no/english/people/aca/marium/
https://www.tf.uio.no/english/people/aca/marium/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/events-conferences-als-news-test/2026-04-01-kolleg-forum-sose-26.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/fellows.html

Anira Engels (Hg.)

KLIMASCHUTZ UND
SOZIALE GERECHTIGKEIT?

campus

Photo: Campus Verlag

Volume 7 of our Book Series: “Klimaschutz und soziale
Gerechtigkeit? Fallstudien zu einem aktuellen
Spannungsfeld” (available with Open Access)

Climate protection and social justice are perceived as being difficult to reconcile. Yet
climate protection is particularly successful if it is designed in a socially just way - this is
the thesis of the contributions in this volume. The contributors examine the principles
and strategies for socially just climate protection and present the results of their research
projects at the University of Hamburg. They use a variety of methods such as systematic
literature research, interviews, group discussions, document analyses, online surveys and
secondary evaluations of large representative data sets. Specific examples are used to
show how climate protection and social justice are linked and what information can be
gained from this research for the practical implementation of climate protection
measures. It deals with ideas of justice, climate movements and trade unions, law and
politics, as well as the areas of education, nutrition, housing and mobility. The book,
edited by our former fellow Anita Engels (University of Hamburg) is available here (Open

Access).

More about our book series here



https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-09-18-buch-band-7.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-09-18-buch-band-7.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/fachbereich-sowi/professuren/engels/team/engels-anita.html
https://campus.de/wissenschaft/soziologie/klimaschutz-und-soziale-gerechtigkeit/CAM52134
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-09-18-buch-band-7.html
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Frank Adloff
WIRKLICHES

UND MOGLICHES
IN DER KLIMAKRISE

Perspektiven der Sozlalwissenschaften
Im Skologischen Wandef
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Photo: transcript

New Book by Frank Adloff: “Wirkliches und Mogliches in
der Klimakrise. Perspektiven der Sozialwissenschaften im
okologischen Wandel”

A new publication by Frank Adloff — "Wirkliches und Mogliches in der Klimakrise.
Perspektiven der Sozialwissenschaften im 6kologischen Wandel" — has been

released. You can download it with open access or order the print version here.

The book is about how ecological crises are shaking the foundations of our coexistence
and demand a historically unprecedented socio-ecological transformation that currently
faces massive resistance. Given the existential dangers of climate change, a dual strategy
is needed: ecological modernization now, and radical systemic change in the long term.
Frank Adloff outlines the social sciences' scope of action in this task: identifying the limits
of feasibility, rethinking nature and society, and envisioning alternative social worlds.
After the end of linear progress, such a "sociology of the actual and the possible" should
also seek a new balance between freedom and the ecological common good.

To the book


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-11-17-adloff-book-publication.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-11-17-adloff-book-publication.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/adloff.html
https://www.transcript-verlag.de/978-3-8376-7689-1/wirkliches-und-moegliches-in-der-klimakrise/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2025-11-17-adloff-book-publication.html

Sighard Neckel

Katastrophenzeit

Die Gesellschaft
im Klimawandel und
die Fallstricke
der Transformation

AR

New Book by Sighard Neckel: “Katastrophenzeit. Die
Gesellschaft im Klimawandel und die Fallstricke der
Transformation”

C-H-Beck

Photo: C.H. Beck

We are happy to announce that Sighard Neckel's new book "Katastrophenzeit. Die
Gesellschaft im Klimawandel und die Fallstricke der Transformation" is out now!

In his new book, Sighard Neckel analyzes the dilemmas of a socio-ecological
transformation and exposes the social antagonisms that stand in the way of an ecological
shift: destructive richness, political discouragement, social inequalities in the burden of
transformation, and conflicts over life conducts. All the more, he calls for a radical
restructuring of economy and society, for an ecological infrastructure socialism in pursuit
of the common good, in order to avert the onset of an era of ecological catastrophe.
Through a critical discussion of today's climate debate, he highlights the realistic
environmental and social progress that is possible despite our precarious situation.

To the book


https://www.chbeck.de/neckel-katastrophenzeit/product/40247854
https://www.chbeck.de/neckel-katastrophenzeit/product/40247854
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/neckel.html
https://www.chbeck.de/neckel-katastrophenzeit/product/40247854
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Photo: Aykut

New Book by Stefan C. Aykut & Amy Dahan: “La mutation
climatique. Gouvernance, géopolitique, démocratie”

A new book by Stefan C. Aykut and Amy Dahan (EHESS, Paris) hast just been released: "La
mutation climatique. Gouvernance, géopolitique, démocratie”. The climate mutation, that

slow yet violent recomposition of the conditions of existence, has become our new
human condition. It dislocates the social fabric, when extreme events strike vulnerable
populations, when poorly designed decarbonization policies create new inequalities, or
when petrodollars undermine democratic institutions. Climate change also interweaves
with other planetary crises, from biodiversity loss to plastics pollution and ocean
protection. The imperative, then, is to refuse enclosure: to hold together, within a single
analytical and political frame, the ecological and the geopolitical, the social, the
democratic and the planetary. This means taking full measure of our new human
condition and, following the path that Bruno Latour and others opened, exploring what a
“politics of landing” might look like for those who have, whether they know it or not,
already touched down on a transformed Earth.

The German translation "Die Klimamutation. Verhandlungen, Geopolitik, Demokratie"
will be published on September 24, 2026, as part of our book series "Futures of
Sustainability" by Campus Verlag.

To the book (in French)

FIELDWORK & PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT


https://www.pressesdesciencespo.fr/fr/book/?GCOI=27246100925170
https://www.pressesdesciencespo.fr/fr/book/?GCOI=27246100925170
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/aykut.html
https://cak.ehess.fr/membres/amy-dahan-dalmedico
https://campus.de/wissenschaft/soziologie/die-klimamutation/CAM52229?srsltid=AfmBOooqMvnxpK-Lu8NTV8Q9YZagaWLo2rq7_U5n_mDFI0xMs7De4pzt
https://www.pressesdesciencespo.fr/fr/book/?GCOI=27246100925170

Photo: Institute for Postnatural Studies

Public Sociology: Cassiopea Staudacher’s Residency at the
POSTNATURAL INDEPENDENT PROGRAM

From January to June 2026, Cassiopea Staudacher, Research Associate at the Centre, has

been participating in the Postnatural Independent Program. This hybrid collaborative

space has given her the opportunity to learn from and work alongside artists and
theorists engaging questions of more-than-human ethics, ecological memory, and
speculative futures. In June, the collective will host an extended live radio session at La
Casa Encendida in Madrid around practices of “Underworlding.” Working with sound,
voice, archival fragments, and listening exercises, the session explores the underground

through mines, volcanic landscapes, echoes, and subterranean infrastructures, asking
how histories of environmental contamination continue to resonate across times.

The project connects to Cassiopea’s doctoral research on nuclear temporalities and post-
uranium landscapes. Drawing on mining histories, radioactive afterlives, and practices of
temporal literacy, her contribution explores how listening can become a way of sensing
the layered temporalities of nuclear modernity. Through this she is trying to extend her
theorizing practice to contaminated uranium mines of the former GDR and buried waste
infrastructures to unresolved histories of extraction and resistance.

To the Postnatural Independent Program 2026



https://www.instituteforpostnaturalstudies.org/academy/pip-2026
https://www.instituteforpostnaturalstudies.org/academy/pip-2026
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/staudacher.html
https://www.instituteforpostnaturalstudies.org/academy/pip-2026
https://radio.lacasaencendida.es/
https://radio.lacasaencendida.es/
https://www.lacasaencendida.es/encuentros/un-sonido-por-venir-presentacion-de-resultados-pip-2026
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COP30 in Belém: Fieldwork at the Global Climate
Negotiations

Last November, our Research Associate Lea Kammler — together with colleagues from a
German-French research team — travelled to the Amazonian city Belém in Brazil, for
COP30. As part of CliMaCOP?2, a collective ethnographic research project focused on the

30th global climate conference in Belém, the team observed negotiations across a range
of themes, exploring how promises have become a central practice in global climate
governance. Lea’s own focus was on the agenda item on just transition by following the
re-enchantment of the promise for climate justice in the UNFCCC context. On the
sidelines, she spoke at the German Climate Pavilion alongside other researchers and

practitioners as part of a panel on feminist solutions in a just transition. Back in
Hamburg, the team published their reflections on key tensions and outcomes from the
negotiations in a short policy brief via the Global Policy Forum — COP der Wahrheit?.



https://climacop.hypotheses.org/
https://climacop.hypotheses.org/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/kammler.html
https://climacop.hypotheses.org/
https://german-climate-pavilion.de/
https://www.globalpolicy.org/de/publication/cop-der-wahrheit

Photo: Laura Affolter & Jana Mai


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase.html

New Research Associates: Laura Affolter & Marco Hohmann

About Laura Affolter: | am a social anthropologist, specialising in legal and political
anthropology. In my current work, | examine the transformative potential of the rights of
nature through an ethnographic study of mining conflicts in Ecuador, focusing on the
political, social, and epistemological effects of the practical mobilisations of these
constitutional rights. Before joining the Humanities Centre for Advanced Studies “Futures
of Sustainability”, | was a research associate in the Research Group on the Sociology of
Law at the Hamburg Institute for Social Research and at the Institute of Social
Anthropology at the University of Bern, where | obtained my PhD in 2017. My dissertation,
in which | examined everyday practices of administrative decision-making in a Swiss
asylum bureaucracy, was published in 2021 by Palgrave Macmillan in the Socio-Legal
Series as Asylum Matters: On the Front Line of Administrative Decision-Making. | have
also worked as a lecturer at the Universities of Bern and Fribourg as well as the Martin-
Luther University in Halle-Wittenberg.

About Marco Hohmann: | am a cultural and economic sociologist. | hold a BA in Sociology
and an MA in Economic and Financial Sociology from Goethe University Frankfurt and a
PhD from the University of Hamburg. In my dissertation, Kein Miill. Eine Soziologie vom
Wert des Wertlosen (Not Waste. A Sociology of the Value of the Valueless), | combine a
cultural-historical synthesis with an ethnographic investigation of upcycling as a late
modern practice of value production from waste materials. My research draws on
qualitative and ethnographic methods with a focus on cultural and economic sociology,
sustainability, and social transformation. Before joining the DFG Humanities Centre for
Advanced Studies “Futures of Sustainability” at the University of Hamburg, | taught
sociology at the Chair of Society and Social Change under Sighard Neckel. | am co-author
of Die Globale Finanzklasse. Business, Karriere, Kultur in Frankfurt und Sydney (Campus,
2018).

To our team

Assistant Professorship for Juneseo Hwang at
Sungkonghoe University, Seoul

In March 2026 our former Research Associate Juneseo Hwang has begun a position as

Assistant Professor of Sociology at Sungkonghoe University in Seoul (South
Korea), teaching environmental sociology, peacebuilding, and human rights.
All the best for your new job, dear June!


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/affolter.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/hohmann.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1871-0217

More Personalia

Philipp Degens, Research associate at the Centre during our first funding phase (2019-

2023) has begun a position as Professor for Social Entrepreneurship and Social Economy
at Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences in the fall of 2025.

In June 2025, Séren Altstaedt, Research associate at the Centre during our first funding

phase, successfully defended his PhD thesis titled "Ecologizing Tomorrow. The Clash of
Future-Cultures in the 1970s “Limits to Growth” Debates". Soren has been working as a
Postdoctoral Researcher at the Max Planck Institute fir the Study of Societies in Cologne
since 2024.

Stefan C. Aykut has been appointed ad personam by the German Research Foundation
(DFG) for a three-year term in the German Committee Future Earth (DKN), an
independent scientific advisory body of the German Research Foundation (DFG).

To our team and former team members

Photo: Felicia Engel


https://www.frankfurt-university.de/en/about-us/faculty-4-social-work-and-health/contacts-at-faculty-4/professors-at-faculty-4/philipp-degens/
https://www.mpifg.de/person/133533/2733
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/aykut.html
https://dkn-future-earth.org/index.php.en
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/events-conferences.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/events-conferences.html

Workshops on Ecocide Law and the Rights of Nature

The two-day workshop on "Ecocide Law and Climate Litigation" on 29-30 January 20226
brought together researchers, legal scholars, and practitioners from Germany and abroad
to discuss emerging legal strategies for addressing environmental destruction and
advancing climate justice in times of accelerating ecological crisis. Organized by Juneseo
Hwang, Laura Affolter and Stefan C. Aykut around the themes of climate litigation and

ecocide law, the workshop explored both the promises, possibilities and the limits of
existing and emerging legal frameworks in responding to planetary emergencies. Across
both days, discussions were highly engaged and interdisciplinary, bringing together
participants from the Futures of Sustainability network, the University of Hamburg, and
numerous international institutions. The workshop created a space for exchange between
sociology, law, political theory, and environmental humanities, on the role of the law in
navigating the planetary crisis. In the picture: the group visiting the ITLOS.

The workshop on "Rights of Nature — Nature as a Subject" took place on 25-27 March
2026, bringing together researchers, legal scholars, and practitioners from Germany and
abroad to discuss the potential of granting legal personhood to nature and to explore
pathways toward a culture of reciprocity between humans and the more-than-human
world. Organized by Frank Adloff, Felix Aiwanger (Max Planck Institut fiir auslandisches

und internationales Privatrecht Hamburg), Laura Affolter, Camilla Sophia Haake (Ludwig
Boltzmann Institut fiir Grund- und Menschenrechte Wien), and Stephanie Nitsch
(University of Vienna), the event examined legal subjectivity, ecological personhood, and
decolonial perspectives on environmental law, addressing both the promises and
tensions inherent in the Rights of Nature paradigm. Bringing together participants from
the Futures of Sustainability network and numerous international institutions from
Europe and Latin America, the workshop created a space for intensive interdisciplinary
exchange on the role of law in reshaping human-nature relations in times of planetary
crisis.

To all events


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/ehemalige/hwang.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/ehemalige/hwang.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/affolter.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/aykut.html
https://www.itlos.org/en/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/adloff.html
https://www.mpipriv.de/f-aiwanger/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/affolter.html
https://gmr.lbg.ac.at/team/camilla-sophia-haake/
https://deicl.univie.ac.at/team/nitsch-stephanie/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/events-conferences.html
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Gilinther Anders—Thinker of our Time?

In February, we celebrated the publication of the English translation of Giinther Anders’
pioneering volume "The Obsolescence of the Human" by our former fellow Chris Miller
(Macquarie University, Sydney). How can the 20th century philosopher, writer and
antinuclear activist, who warned of the destruction of the future, help us read the
present: a time marked by ecological devastation, artificial intelligence, and rising
fascism? In an evening panel we discussed Anders’ oeuvre and how it resonates today.
With (on the picture left to right) Elke Schwarz (Queen Mary University), Christian Dries
(Universitat Freiburg), Christine Hentschel, Chris Miiller and Léna Silberzahn (University of
Maastricht). You can watch the whole panel talk (in German) on our YouTube channel. In a
second session on ,Translating for the Future”, we discussed how the generative

challenges of translation can be activated as part of our research, writing and wider
academic practice.

More info here



https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-19-guenther-anders-panel-2026-02-10.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-19-guenther-anders-panel-2026-02-10.html
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/chris-muller/
https://www.qmul.ac.uk/politics/staff/profiles/schwarzelke.html
https://uni-freiburg.de/soziologie/personen/christian-dries/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/team-zweite-phase/hentschel.html
https://researchers.mq.edu.au/en/persons/chris-muller/
https://www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/l-silberzahn
https://youtu.be/7CdNwsT5pe0?si=n04v9x79F0yJd97j
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-19-guenther-anders-panel-2026-02-10.html
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Presentation Klimawende Ausblick 2025

The launch event for the Klimawende Outlook 2025 on 03 February 2026 brought
together a large and highly engaged audience to discuss the changing societal and

political conditions of the German low-carbon transformation. The book examines the
current phase of the transformation in Germany, focusing on the growing tensions,
conflicts, and shifting dynamics surrounding climate policy in times of geopolitical crisis,
economic uncertainty, and increasing societal backlash. The event featured lively
discussions on the report’s central themes, including the evolving role of politics, civil
society, law, economic actors and consumption in shaping climate action under
increasingly difficult conditions. Participation was strong, with academics and researchers
from the professorship team, the Center, the University of Hamburg, and a range of
external institutions joining the debate. The evening concluded with an apéro that
allowed conversations to continue in a more informal atmosphere.

More here


https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-12-praesi-klimawendeausblick-2026-02-03.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-12-praesi-klimawendeausblick-2026-02-03.html
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/fachbereich-sowi/professuren/aykut/klimawende-ausblick/download.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/kolleg/newsroom/2026-01-12-praesi-klimawendeausblick-2026-02-03.html

Fellows of the Winter Term 2025/2026

Rimona Afana (Independent Researcher, Activist and Artist, Romania), Tanja Busse

(Permanent Writer in Residence, Hamburg), Roderick Condon (Trinity College, Dublin),
Antje Daniel (University of Vienna), Cara New Daggett (Virginia Tech), Kiibra Gim{isay
Author, Hamburg), Cornelius Heimstadt (University of Hamburg), Maksim Khomiakov

University of Central Asia), Kerstin Lopatta (University of Hamburg), Lucile Maertens
Geneva Graduate Institute), Sandrine Maljean-Dubois (CNRS), Barbara Muraca

University of Oregon), Joana Setzer (London School of Economics), Noah Walker-Crawford

London School of Economics), Niklas Wagner (University of Geneva), Andreas Weber

~ o~ o~ o~ o~ o~

Writer, Berlin), Suhong Yang (University of Hong Kong)
Thank you all so much for coming and working with us!

To our fellows

OUTPUT

Publications

All publications of the Centre

The Centre out and about

Lectures, discussions & more

The Centre in the media

Newspaper articles, interviews & more

Social Media

We are now active on LinkedIn and kindly invite you to follow us there!
And of course we continue to be active on Bluesky & Youtube.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/rimonaafana/
https://www.tanjabusse.de/
https://www.tcd.ie/sociology/about-us/people/research-and-teaching-fellows/condonro/
https://ie.univie.ac.at/institut/mitarbeiterinnen/wissenschaftliche-mitarbeiterinnen/antje-daniel/
https://www.caranewdaggett.com/
https://kubragumusay.com/de/
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/fachbereich-sowi/professuren/aykut/professur/team/23-cornelius-heimstaedt.html
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1996-9896
https://www.wiso.uni-hamburg.de/fachbereich-sozoek/professuren/lopatta/team/lopatta.html
https://lucilemaertens.com/
https://justiceenvironmentallaw.com/france-2/sandrine-maljean-dubois/
https://cas.uoregon.edu/directory/profiles/all/bmuraca
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/profile/joana-setzer/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/profile/noah-walker-crawford/
https://niklas-wagner.eu/
http://www.autor-andreas-weber.de/
https://www.law.hku.hk/academic_staff/dr-suhong-yang/
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/fellows.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/publikationen.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/aktivitaeten/das-kolleg-unterwegs.html
https://www.zukuenfte-nachhaltigkeit.uni-hamburg.de/public-sociology/das-kolleg-in-den-medien.html
https://www.linkedin.com/in/futures-of-sustainability/
https://bsky.app/profile/fos-uhh.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy4LQi5Jf71RykIyYcklRhg?
https://bsky.app/profile/fos-uhh.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/fos-uhh.bsky.social
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy4LQi5Jf71RykIyYcklRhg?
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy4LQi5Jf71RykIyYcklRhg?
https://www.linkedin.com/in/futures-of-sustainability
https://www.linkedin.com/in/futures-of-sustainability
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